
 

 
Dorset Council 

 
Date: Tuesday, 10 February 2026 
Time: 6.30 pm 
Venue: Council Chamber, County Hall, Dorchester, DT1 1XJ 
  
 
All members of Dorset Council are requested to attend this meeting of the Full Council. 
 
Chief Executive: Catherine Howe, County Hall, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1XJ  
 
For more information about this agenda please contact Democratic & Governance Services  
Meeting Contact  susan.dallison@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk 
 
Members of the public are welcome to attend this meeting, apart from any items listed in 
the exempt part of this agenda.  If you would like to attend this meeting and have any 
specific requirements please contact the Democratic Services Officer named above. 
 
For easy access to all the council’s committee agendas and minutes download the free 
public app called Modern.Gov for use on your iPad, Android, and Windows tablet.  Once 
downloaded select Dorset Council. 
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8.   BUDGET AND MEDIUM TERM FINANCIAL PLAN STRATEGY 

REPORT 
 
To consider recommendations from Cabinet. 
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Addendum to Full Council report on budget strategy 
 
This addendum covers an update which affect the budget strategy following the publication 
of the final local government finance settlement on 9 February 2026.  
 
The publication of the final Local government finance settlement  
 
1. The statement 
1.1 On 9 February 2026, the final local government finance settlement for 2026/27 was 

published. 
1.2 The final settlement follows consultation on the provisional settlement which closed 

on 14th January 2026.  
2. Increases in the quantum  
2.1 Following the consultation the Government announced an additional £740 million in 

grant funding as part of the final Settlement for 2026-27. Which was allocated as 
follows: 

2.1.1 A £440 million additional uplift to the Recovery Grant, aimed at the councils most 
impacted by cuts during austerity, bringing the total to £2.6 billion through the 
multi-year Settlement; 

2.1.2 £272 million in additional allocations within the Homelessness, Rough Sleeping 
and Domestic Abuse Grant, bringing the total through the grant to £2.7 billion; 

2.1.3 An additional £39.6 million for Mayors to build their capacity, bringing the total to 
£138.6 million through the multi-year Settlement; and 

2.1.4 An additional £15 million over the multi-year Settlement to support standalone 
Fire and Rescue Authorities. 

3. Local impact  
 

3.1 At a local level the funding changes are set out in the table, below.   
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3.2 The changes from the provisional settlement to the final settlement has seen an 
additional £0.3m in funding which means Dorset Council received 0.041% of the 
additional funding.  

3.3 Dorset’s allocation is as follows: 

3.3.1 Homelessness, Rough Sleeping and Domestic Abuse increase of £0.3m. 
 

4. DSG position  
4.1 In addition to the announcements around the final settlement the Government also 

made announcements about SEND.  
 

4.2 The Government are introducing support to address local authorities’ Dedicated 
Schools Grant (DSG) deficits. All local authorities with SEND deficits will be eligible in 
2026-27 to receive a grant covering 90% of their High Needs-related DSG deficit 
accrued up to the end of 2025-26. This grant will be paid in Autumn 2026, subject to 
each local authority submitting and securing the Department for Education’s approval 
of a local SEND reform plan. 
 

Il lustrative Core Spending Power of Local Government:

Provisional 
settlement

Final 
settlement

Increase in 
funding

2026-27 2026-27 2026-27

£ millions £ millions £ millions
Fair Funding Allocation1 133.0 133.0

of which: Baseline Funding Level 56.8 56.8
of which: Revenue Support Grant 2 60.8 60.8
of which: Local Authority Better Care Grant 3 15.4 15.4

Legacy Funding Assessment 0.0 0.0
of which: Legacy Business Rates 4 0.0 0.0
of which: Legacy Grant Funding 5 0.0 0.0
of which: Local Authority Better Care Grant 0.0 0.0

Council tax requirement6,7 362.0 362.0
Homelessness, Rough Sleeping and Domestic Abuse8,9 3.2 3.4 0.3
Families First Partnership10 3.5 3.5
Total Transitional Protections11 0.0 0.0

of which: 95% income protection 0.0 0.0
of which: 100% income protection 0.0 0.0
of which: Fire and Rescue real-terms floor 0.0 0.0

Grants rolled in to Revenue Support Grant12 0.0 0.0
Total Recovery Grant Allocation 0.0 0.0

of which: Recovery Grant 0.0 0.0
of which: Recovery Grant Guarantee 13 0.0 0.0
of which: Recovery Grant Uplift 13 0.0 0.0

Adjustment Support Grant 0.0 0.0
Mayoral Capacity Fund 0.0 0.0
Core Spending Power 501.6 501.9 0.3
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4.3 In recognition that SEND reform will take time to fully embed for deficits that arise in 
2026–27 and 2027–28, local authorities can expect that Government to continue to 
take an appropriate and proportionate approach, though it will not be unlimited. From 
2028–29, SEND spending will be covered within the government’s DEL budget so 
local authorities will not be expected to fund future SEND costs from general funds. 
 

4.4 This is a promising development, but will need to closely watch how events unfold to 
see what the financial impact will be for Dorset.  
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